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Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

Tradi tional mal e dom nance in Central/ South
Central Europe (SCE)

Emanci pati on of SCE wonen outside the hone
does not equal release fromtraditional gender
rul es

Vari ety of outl ooks toward wonen within Islam
Hijab popularity in much of Islamc world

| mportance of female sexual purity to marry
Ot hodox and Muslins

W despread i nfluence of wonen in the Roman
Cat holic Church

W de-reachi ng i npact of Mther Teresa
Fem ni st theology in Christianity

Wnen saints and nuns in the Eastern Ot hodox
tradition

| ncrease in exploitation of wonen (pornography,
prostitution and abuse) in sonme parts of the
SCE since the end of the war

Detrinmental effects of mlitary personnel
participating in the sex trade

ldentify

Territorial Defense - Martyr
Forces (TDF) - Theot okos
Soci al i st Feder al - Dowry
Republ i ¢ of Yugosl avi a - Bride

Hij ab steal ing
Saints - Religious
Apost | es Orders

a t omans - Canoni ze
Mot her Teresa of Calcutta - Vracara

Lay mnistries in Roman
Cat holic practice
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Realize

Though possessi ng equal rights, nost SCE
wonen are enployed in |owlevel positions

Fem ni st perspectives in the industrialized
SCE

Ri si ng awareness of vi ol ence agai nst wonen,
especially in Slovenia and parts of Croatia

Rel i gious orders and lay mnistries open to
wonen in Roman Catholic practice

Fol k medi cal practice by ol der wonen
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“In a dramatic crucible, after Bosnian Serb forces
seizing Srebrenica in July 1995 massacred thousands of
Musl i m boys and nmen, Bosnian Muslimwonen were asked if
they could work with Bosnian Serb wonmen al so searchi ng
for mssing | oved ones. The wonen nodded, then added,
‘W are all nothers.’”

-- Swanee Hunt, “Wnen's Vital Voices,” Foreign
Affairs, Jul/Aug 1997, p.6.

This unit surveys the role of wonen within the SCE
regi on. Throughout the region, males often dom nate,
despite ethnic, religious or econom c position.

After providing a general overview,
this section addresses the nature of
Eastern Europe’s traditional “man’s
world.” It next |ooks at positions taken
by the areas’ three major religious
per suasi ons--1slam Roman Cat holic and
Eastern Orthodox. Then, it speaks to
specific practices of nmountain/rura
dwel ling peoples. Finally, it treats
por nography and prostitution’ s inpact.

. Overview

1. Recent History

a. Gender roles “Traditionally, wonen played
subservient roles in Yugoslavia's patriarchal famlies,
especially in the country's backward nount ai nous
regions. In the interwar period, specific |legislation
protected wonen's subservient status wthin the famly.
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Rapi d i ndustrialization and urbani zation in the
communi st era broke down traditional famly patterns in
varyi ng degrees anong the | and-1ess inhabitants of
rural and nountai nous areas. This trend was nost
pronounced in the nore devel oped northern and western
ur ban areas.

The nunber of wonen enpl oyed
out si de the hone rose from 396, 463 in
1948 to 2.4 mllion in 1985. As wonen
began wor ki ng away from hone, they
devel oped a nore i ndependent
identity.” (Unless otherw se stated,
quotes cone from Li brary of Congress

Country Study--Yugosl avi a).

b. Rights “Since Wrld War 11, wonen in
Yugosl avi a have won conplete civil and political rights
and gai ned access to education, enploynent, soci al
wel fare progranms, health care, and political office.
Al t hough wonen becane better educated and increasingly
enpl oyed, however, they did not generally win ful
equality in the job market or advancenent to high
social and political positions. 1In the 1980s, the
percentage of wonen in |lowlevel political and
managenent positions was quite representative, but
their representation declined toward the top of the
adm ni strative pyramd.”

c. Workforce <“wnen accounted for 38 percent of
Yugosl avia's nonagricultural |abor force in 1987, up
from 26 percent thirty years earlier.

The participation of wonen in the Yugoslav work-
force varied dramatically according to region. In
Sl oveni a, wonen made up 43.9 percent of the workforce;
i n Kosovo, 20 percent.

In 1989 Yugosl av wonmen worked primarily in three
fields: cultural and social welfare (56.3 percent of
t he persons enployed in the field), public services and

298



Unit 10: Gender Issues

public adm nistration (42 percent), and trade and
catering (41.8 percent). Alnost all Yugoslavia's
el emrentary school t eachers were wonen.”

d. Awareness “Al though wonen's groups had
formed in Ljubljana, Zagreb, and Bel grade, and a nunber
of female political columists advocated the fem ni st
cause, as of 1990 the wonen's novenent had yet to
achi eve significant power in Yugoslavia.

Fem ni st comment at ors observed &
that Yugoslavia's rapid : %
industrialization had not eradicated —=mn o ..
traditional patriarchalism but had ﬁgﬁi{a =
i nstead created a new form of
patriarchal society in which wonen
were treated as sex objects exploited
in the workplace and at hone.

Those al | egati ons were backed by the w de
avai lability of hard-core pornography everywhere in the
country, and the fact that nost working wonmen were
still expected to do traditional household chores.”

2. Variety The degree of gender equality, in both
| aw and practice, varies within the SCE

State Departnent Human Ri ghts Reports indicate
that Slovenia and parts of Croatia offer the nost in
equal ity and opportunities for wonen. Serbia,

Mont enegro and Al bania are | ess progressive.

Whi | e anecdot al evi dence abounds, statistics for
Bosni a and Herzegovi na are nonexi stent.

3. Socialist Equality Throughout the forner

Yugosl avia, the socialist constitution declared wonen
to be equal to nen. During Tito's post World War |1
era, wonen’s education and enpl oynent opportunities

i ncreased. By 1970, wonen conprised over 60 percent of
t he agricul tural workforce.
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Since the formation of the Territorial Defense
Forces in 1968--Tito’'s “vehicle for nobilizing able-
bodied civilian males and fenmales to participate in
nati onal defense”--a |arge percentage of the TDF
personnel were wonen.

Wnen made up 30 percent of the former
Yugosl avi a’ s guest workers, who were those Yugosl av
citizens who em grated throughout Europe to acquire
j obs.

Yet, the constitutional equality principle also
inflicted a burden upon wonen. |In the strongly
patriarchal, traditional SCE culture, wonen gai ned sone
equality in agriculture, industry, civilian and
mlitary life. Privately, however, their emancipation
in the hone did not cone about. Too often, husbands,
fathers and mal e cl an heads expect wonen wor ki ng
outside the hone to al so carry out cooking, washing and
gardeni ng duti es.

4. A Man’s World

a. State Department

Assessments Excerpts for the
U S. Departnent of State’'s Country
Reports on Human Ri ghts Practices
for 1997 strongly support the
argunment that in nmuch of the SCE
men still “reign suprene.”

“Wonen do not enjoy status equal to nmen in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia...Traditional
patri archal ideas of gender roles, which hold that
wonmen shoul d be subservient to the nmale nenbers of
their famly, have | ong subjected wonen to
discrimnation. In sone rural areas...wonen are little
nore than serfs without the ability to exercise their
rights to control property and children” (Serbia Human
Ri ghts Practices).

From Bosni a, “Wnen are general |y underrepresented

in governnent and politics...nmale-dom nated societies
remain in all of the entities, with few wonen in
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positions of real economc power.” In Croatia,
“...informed observers believe that violence against
wonen, including spousal abuse, is comon...The | aw
does not discrimnate by gender. In practice, however,
wonen generally hold | ower paying positions in the

wor k- force.”

b. Employment 1n enployment, women often nust
wor k harder to prove thensel ves professionally.
Unenpl oynment statistics are higher as wonen are usually
the first to be laid off or fired.

c. Roles

Traditional roles prevail throughout nost of the
region. Many prefer sons to daughters. Prestige
acconpani es mal eness. The doubl e standard of virginity
and sexually noral wonen with “wld oats” sow ng nen
still occurs. Honmemaking and chil dbearing functions--
Wi th increasing additions of fieldwork or outside the
home enpl oynent--are comonly assi gned wonen.

d. Awareness shifts in attitude and practice

are occurring however. |In some cosnopolitan centers,
fem ni st thought and practice attracts a significant
followng. 1In Slovenia, “The awareness of spousal

abuse and vi ol ence against wonen is on the rise” (Human
Ri ghts Report--1997).

Wnen fortunate to receive full
education, are doctors, leaders in
human rights awareness, lead in
political awareness and throughout
the countries in transition are
often partners in bringing about
political change.
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Il. Religious Perspectives

1. Islam

¥

a. Helpful outlooks

(1) Variety Islamin SCE incorporates
practice and thought derived frompre-Qtonman and
OQtoman eras. Wiile the Qur’an, hadith, and Sharia
give distinct instruction concerning a wonan’s role and
position, there is diversity when inplenenting this
gui dance in regions of the fornmer Yugosl avi a.

Custons vary concerning wonen’s dress. Sone
fundanmental i st extrem sts seek to inpose strict Islamc
soci al codes requiring head-to-foot shrouds. They
woul d restrict wonen to the practice of nursing or
medi ci ne al one. Progressive wonen seek reformin
restrictive clothing practices, and in economni c,
educati on, and deci si on-maki ng poli ci es.

(2) Western media negativity CQur nedi a often
portrays Muslimwonen as victinms of Islam c resurgence.
Negative treatnents of polygany, divorce by sinple
repudi ation, veil wearing, segregation of the sexes,

i nprisonnment in household tasks, dependence on the
husband and | ack of legal rights are the focus. The
positive, stability enhancing, personally fulfilling
di mensi ons of the discussion are often overl ooked.

(3) Complementary roles

“Tradition-oriented [Muslim nmen and wonen do not
view the social custons and restrictions as repressive,
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but as conplenentary to the status and nature of wonen.
They see the restrictions as providing protection for
wonen so that they need not be subjected to the stress,
conpetition, tenptations, and possible indignities
present in ‘outside society.” (Margaret Nydell,
Under st andi ng Arabs, p. 55.)

(4) Assumption of male/female emotional and

physical differences Mst interpreters of the Qur’an
accept the notion of radical, distinct enotional as
wel | as physical differences between the sexes. (See
Dr. Ganal Badawi’s The Status of Wonman in |Islam)

Three treatnents of Islamc wonen’s rights--the
traditional, fundanmentalist, and progressive--assist
our under st andi ng.

b. Traditional views of the status of women

The Status of Wonen in Islam a
panphl et by Dr. Ganal A. Badaw ,
publ i shed by The Mislim Students
Associ ation of the United States and
Canada, outlines conventi onal
perspectives on Islam s treatnment of
wonen. Dr. Badawi ’'s perspective is
i nstrunmental in understanding
traditional wonen’s roles. Hi's
views seemto accurately portray
traditional Mislimpositions.

(1) The historical context G ven the di smal
status of wonen in seventh century M ddl e East society,
Islamdid nuch to restore dignity and i ndivi dua
rights.

(2) Spiritual equality Before God, nmen and
wonen are on equal footing.

“The Prophet said, ‘Al people are equal, as equal
as the teeth of a conb. An Arab is no better than a
non-Arab, nor is a white person over a bl ack person,
nor is a male superior to the female. The only people
who enjoy preference with God are the devout.’”
(Hadith as quoted in Marston Speight, God is One, p.
50.)
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(3) Social position in the home “The Qur’ an
clearly indicates that marriage is a sharing between
the two halves of the society, and that its objectives,
besi de perpetuating human life, are enotional well-
bei ng and spiritual harnony.

Its bases are | ove and
mercy... And anong His signs is this:
That He created mates for you from
yoursel ves that you may find rest,
peace of mnd in them and He
ordai ned between you | ove and nercy.
Lo, herein indeed are signs for
peopl e who reflect.’”” (Sura 30: 21,
Badaw , p. 16.)

(4) Economic position “According to Islanic
Law, a woman’s right to her noney, real estate, or
other properties is fully acknow edged. This right
under goes no change whether she is single or married..

Wth regard to the woman’ s ri ght
to seek enploynent...|slamregards her
role in society as a nother and a wfe
as the nost sacred and essential one.
Nei t her mai ds nor baby-sitters can
possi bly take the nother’s place as
t he educator of wupright, conplex-free,
and carefully-reared children. Such a
nobl e and vital role, which largely
shapes the future of nations, cannot
be regarded as ‘i dl eness.

...there is no decree in Islamwhich forbids a
woman from seeki ng enpl oynent whenever there is a
necessity for it, especially in positions which fit her
nature and in which society needs her nost. Exanples
of these professions are nursing, teaching (especially
for children), and nedicine. Mreover, there is no
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restriction on benefiting fromwoman’ s excepti onal
talent in any field. Even for the position of a
judge...we find early Muslimscholars...holding there
is nothing wong wwth it.” (Badaw, p. 22.)

(5) Political dimensions Political
i nvol venent --el ection, nomnation to political office,
participation in public affairs--in sone |Islamc
circles is not limted to nen alone. However,
t hroughout the M ddle Eastern world and nmuch of
Sout heast Asia, nost Muslimwonen are ineligible to
becone heads of state.

(6) Hijab ( HEHZH yahb) Anal ysts often
interpret the growi ng, w despread popularity of hijab
(traditional Muslimdress for wonen, including covering
of the head), as indicating a rise of traditionalist
I sl am

Judith MIller, in describing the
difficulty of assessing the depth of
what sone depict as the growing Islamc
fervor, outlines the follow ng reasons
for a wonman’s use of traditional dress:

i\ “.)
(a) Expense Cost of cosmetics and trips

to hairdressers is greatly reduced by wearing
traditional garb

(b) Psychological distance In crowdled
living conditions, hijab maintains a safe haven--even
in the mdst of congested conditions.

(c) Safety Traditional dress says “This
is a devout woman. Leave her alone.”

(d) Mobility 1n conservative cul tures,
t he chador (wonan’s shawl) allows a wonan to venture
out side the confines of her hone.
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(e) Fashion For sone wonen, wearing
hijab is a statenent of fashion and generati onal
rebellion. (See God Has N nety-N ne Nanes, pp. 469,

470.)

c. Fundamentalist outlooks

| n Af ghani stan, recent
i nposition of strict Sharia ruling
bars nost wonen from wor ki ng out si de
t he honme or going to school.
Taliban clerics and mlitia seek to
reestabl i sh nmedi eval guidelines
wWithin this war-torn country.
Per cei ved di scrim nati on agai nst
wonen is the result.

N

n
A
7
4

.

On 7 Cct 1996, the United Nations formally
objected to this extrene treatnent, warning that
foreign aid prograns may be disrupted unl ess change

i ncurs.

d. Progressive views

One of this century’'s first
progressi ve wonmen was Egypt’s Huda
Saraw (hoo- DAH sah-RAH-wee). In
1923, she threw her veil into the
Medi t erranean, becom ng one of the
first wonen to becone unveil ed.

In response, her husband quickly divorced her. In
time, she founded the Egyptian Fem ni st Union, which
pronoted nationalism education for wonen, and an

outl awi ng of the veil.

Today, a broad based wonan’s group, the “Sisters
in Islam” advocates | aws agai nst donestic viol ence.
They pronote Qur’an interpretation by wonen textual

critics.

306



Unit 10: Gender Issues

Advocates of Muslimwonen’s rights seek equality
in education, property rights, and business
opportunity.

“They al so want reformin
Muslimfamly laws that often
| eaves them at the nmercy of nen
who can di vorce them w t hout
war ni ng, take away their children,
deny themthe right to travel and
bequeath them as chattel to the
next male relative.”

(See Barbara Crossette, “Wnen's Rights Gaining
Attention Wthin Islam” New York Tines, 12 May 1996,
p. A3.)

e. Bosniak realities

(1) Sexual purity Chaplain (LTC) Jo Ann
Kni ght, in her background notes for the fornmer
Yugosl avia, calls attention to distinct Muslimpractice
whi ch affects wonen, especially victins of the
atrocities of war. Wites Chaplain Knight,

“Fermal e sexual purity is of nmajor inportance to
the...Orthodox and Muslinms. Wtness the reactions of
the people to the rapes ordered by Bosnian, Croatian
and Serbi an forces against the wonmen who were either
captured or left behind eneny lines. Wat will happen
to these unfortunate wonen probably won’'t be sorted out
until after the hostilities have ended.

Under normal circunstances, the Miuslimwoman woul d
sinply be shut off fromsociety. If married, her
husband woul d not have sexual relations with her again.
The best she could hope for would be that the husband
woul d provide her with the basic necessities. |If
single, no male would ever marry her. The best the
woman coul d hope for would be a quiet existence with
her famly; the worst, the life of a prostitute or
death for dishonoring the famly.

If a child is conceived and born as a result of
the rape froman eneny, the nother’s treatnent is
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harsher. The child would normally not be accepted by
the famly and woul d receive no assistance (food,
shelter: the basics). Abortion would be the preferred
action, if at all possible. Wnen may be much nore
likely to commt suicide, rather than face the dom nant
males in their famly.”

(2) Education According to the Library of
Congress Country Study--Yugoslavia, Mislimparents in
the SCE region historically have a suspicion of
education for wonen.

2. Roman Catholic Thought and Practice

a. Introduction Sone may see Roman Catholic
practice--especially the inability of wonen to becone
priests--as serving to limt gender freedom especially
in Croatia and Bosni a/ Herzegovina. Historically
however, wonmen possess great positions of power and
authority within the church. This section addresses
the foll ow ng subjects--religious orders, Mother
Teresa, lay mnistries, saints and fem ni st theol ogi cal
thought. It argues that gender issues applying to
wonen in Catholic practice may be nore nuanced than
initially appear.

b. Religious orders

Bot h nen and wonen enter
religious orders, conmmunities of
Christians who |ive as active
W t nesses to Jesus Christ and who
observe vows of poverty, chastity
and obedi ence. Mnastics, who
stress community living, prayer,
reflection and solitude, often
follow the Rule of St. Benedict.
Nuns as well as nonks are part of
t hese holy orders.
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c. Mother Teresa one of the 20th century’s nost
respect ed wonen, born in Skopje, former Yugoslavia, is
Mot her Teresa of Cal cutta.

Originally nanmed Agnes Gonzha Boj axhi u, Mot her
Teresa’s father was an Al bani an grocer who lived in
Skopj e.

After travels to Ireland to join the Institute of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, she went to India to work with
t he poorest of the poor there. She founded the Order
of the M ssionaries of Charity, which nunbers over 700
nuns, operating 60 centers in Calcutta and sone 100
wor | d-w de centers.

d. Lay ministries sService given to the church,
in response to a personal call to witness, constitute
lay mnistries. According to the Concise Catholic
Dictionary for Parents and Religi on Teachers by
Reynol ds and Rosemary Ekstrom the follow ng four |ay
mnistries are open to both nmen and wonen within the
Catholic Church (See pp. 92-94).

(1) Minister of Hospitality These ushers wel cone
wor shi ppers to church, collect offerings and set a
positive tone for worship.

(2) Minister of the Word
Readers or |ectors proclaimthe first
and second scripture readi ngs during
Mass.

(3) Minister of Bread and Cup These
extraordinary mnisters, or special mnisters of the
Eucharist, help distribute communion. Wthin mlitary
circles, they may provide consecrated bread and w ne to
Catholic service personnel. A rite of institution,
of ten approved by the bishop, provides official church
sanction for these assistants.
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(4) Minister of Music Rol es of mnusician, choir
director, song or sung prayer |eader help worshippers
deepen their faith through worship.

e. Saints and apostles Wthin Roman Catholic
circles, there is an increased awareness of wonen
apostles (early disciples of Jesus). Sone theol ogians
suggest Mary of Magdal a, Junia, who is nentioned in
Romans 16: 7, and Phoebe (Romans 16: 1) were apostl es.
“New Testanent evidence indicates that both nen and
wonen were apostles in the primtive church.” (Concise
Catholic Dictionary for Parents and Religi on Teachers,

p. 15).

In addition to the early
apostles, many saints are wonen.
Martyrs for the faith, or those who
have lived a life worthy of imtation
by all the faithful are canonized as
saints. During this process, the
church studies the person’s life and
hi story. Then, in successive stages,
decl ares them “bl essed,” “beatified,”
and canoni zed.

A few of the early wonen saints include Hel ena,
not her of Constantine and di scoverer of the cross (A D
326); Agnes, a child martyr (292-304); Anne, the nother
of Mary; Monica, the nother of St. Augustine; Dorothea,
victimof fourth century persecution; Gertrude (d.
664). Later wonen saints, of interest to Amnericans,
i nclude Elisabeth Ann Seton, the first native-born
Anmerican citizen to be canonized (d. 1821); and Kater
Tekawi tha, the first Native Anerican |lay person, to be
beatifi ed.

f. Feminist theologians

Wthin Christianity at |arge, some fem nist (or
“wormani st”) theol ogi ans argue that wonen nust see
religion through the lens of their own personal
experience. GCGod's grace and holy baptism-foundations
of the faith--are readily enbraced. Yet different
meani ngs nmay be attached to these ideas and rituals.
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A radical fem nist Roman
Cat hol i ¢ theol ogi an, Mary Daly,
aut hored two books, The Church and
the Second Sex (1968) and Beyond God
the Father (1973). Though Daly left
the church, her ideas inspired a
series of reforms. One wonders about
the long-terminpact of such thinking
even in such places as Bosnia or
East ern Eur ope.

3. Orthodox Schools of Thought

Eastern Othodox practice adheres to many of the
Roman Cat holic custons. Wnen saints receive
veneration (to regard with reverence or awe) though
canoni zation is less structured and centralized. Nuns
dedi cate thenselves to a cloistered life in established
religious orders. The nonastery at Kosovo's M| esevo,
the birthplace of St. Sava Nemanjich, or the Device
(DEH- vee-chay) convent at Lausa (30 km west of
Pristina) are exanples.

Mary, Jesus’ nother, receives great attention
t hroughout the Eastern Orthodox tradition. Rites and
feast days focus on the Theotokos (giving praise to the
Virgin Mary as the Mdther of Christ).

Yet, given the current realities in Serbia and
Mont enegro, and the historical, nore tradition-bound
practice of the church, one wonders whet her Eastern
Orthodox customis not nore restrictive concerning the
position of wonen than that of the Roman Catholic
tradition.

lll. Rural and Mountain Particularities

Though not indicative of all nountai nous or rural
regions in the SCE, the foll ow ng gender practices nmay
be found within especially isolated areas. Portions of
Al bani a, Serbi a/ Montenegro and Bosnia may be singularly
susceptible to such ways of life.
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1. DOWry This customof a woman
bri ngi ng noney, animals, household
goods or land to her husband as part
of the marriage agreenent has a | ong
hi storical tradition. In sone

regi ons, mal e heads of househol ds
continue to arrange marriages for
daught er s.

2. Bride stealing anica (oht-neets-ah), the
practice of taking a bride with or without her consent,
occurred in parts of Bosnia and Dal matia. To avoid
dowy paynment, a formof bride stealing taking place
with the approval of the bride (umakniti se, “oo0-mahk-
nee-tee seh”) still occurs in sone areas.

3. Healers wse ol d woren, sonetinmes of gypsy
descent, called vracara (vrah-chahr-ah) assist in folk
nmedi cal practice. These folk practitioners use herbal
knowl edge and ritual incantations passed on from
ancestors to treat the ill.

V. Hard Core Pornography and
Prostitution

1. Epr0|tat|on In a disturbing article entitled
“Dej ected Bel grade Enbrace Hedonism but Still, Life ls
No Cabaret,” New York Tines reporter Chris Hedges
describes the prostitution and hard core pornography

i ndustry of Bel grade, Serbi a.

Bred of the hopel essness and
apathy of the recent conflict, the
expl oitati on of wonen has
dramatically increased since the
recent, violent breakup of
Yugosl avi a.
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Donestic violence, war issues and sex serve as
stinmulants to all ow people to escape dismal |ives and
to insulate thensel ves from exam ning what occurred in
their country (19 Jan 1998, p. Al).

According to Mchael Specter, trafficking in
Slavic wonen is the latest prostitution fashion
(“Traffickers’” New Cargo: Naive Slavic Wnen,” New York
Tinmes, 11 Jan 1998, p. Al). Gven the sense of
soci etal despair, alienation, poverty and hopel essness
experienced by many Bal kan area yout h--especially
wonen--this disturbing trend may |ikely conti nue.

2. Impact on Armed Forces Personnel

For isolated, conparatively wealthy, sonetinmes
| onely Arnmed Forces personnel stationed in Europe or
visiting on a short TDY stint, participation in the sex
trade can seem an overwhel m ng and attractive
tenptation. Consideration of the follow ng issues, in
addition to the matters rai sed above, may assi st
personnel in dealing with the issue.

a. Risk Participating in the
prostitution trade--whether legally
or illegally--involves physical and
enot i onal / psychol ogi cal risk
Physi cal hazards are well - known- -
exposure to venereal diseases, Al Ds,
and an underground world lucrative
for crimnal activity.

Less famliar are the enotional /psychol ogi cal
risks. For married personnel, the dissonance raised in
“playing the field” while having w ves and chil dren
back hone can affect enotional ties once a return to
CONUS (Continental United States) occurs. \Wether
single or married, engaging in a kal ei doscopi c venue of
sexual favors cannot but inpact relations involving
nmore |l ong-term conmm t nents.
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b. Values

Armed Forces personnel
represent the United States.
As mlitary nmenbers, we possess
val ues--integrity, selfless
service, commtnent, conpetence,
| oyal ty--which apply whether in or
out of uniform \When participating
in a questionable trade, it defanes
t hese val ues.

Marriage vows are dishonored. Religious ethical
practice is ridiculed. The illegality of the
prostitution trade is increasingly seen as a crinme, not
only by those who sell the services, but by clients
engagi ng i n the business.

C. System perpetuation In a recent (25 Mar
1997) U.S. Departnent of State report to the United
Nat i ons Human Ri ghts Conmm ssion, del egate Robert Loftus
stated, “If outright chattel slavery has ended in
al nost every country of the world, there continues to
be an al arm ng nunber of closely related practices.

One of the nost reprehensible
of these is the trafficking of
wonen and girls for sexua
pur poses. The responsibility for
this | oat hsonme practice, which is
particularly prevalent in certain
countries of southern and sout heast
Asi a, but also growi ng el sewhere in
the world, is not solely confined
to those who conduct the sex trade.
Those who engage in sexual tourism
are equally culpable.” Mlitary
menbers who engage in the sex trade
are guilty of sustaining and
mai nt ai ni ng the practice.
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Vocabulary List--Gender Issues

Apostles Early disciples of Jesus, sent forth by himto
procl ai mhi s teachings

Bride stealing Practice of taking a bride, with or without her
consent, which occurs in parts of Bosnia and Dal mati a

Canonize Process by which the church identifies those who will
be saints. Canonization first examnes the life and history
of the respected individual, then declares them in
successive stages to be blessed, beatified and then
canoni zed a saint.

[)ovvry Cust om of the woman’s bringi ng noney, animals, household
goods or land to her husband as part of the marriage
agr eement

Hijab (HEHzZH yahb) Traditional Mislimdress of wonen, often
i ncl udi ng covering of the head

Lay MinistrieS Wwork in the church which is open to non-cl ergy
peopl e

Martyr one who dies for their faith

Mother Teresa of Calcutta Roman Catholic nun, founder of the
Order of the Mssionaries of Charity. Born in Skopje of
Al bani an parents, Mther Teresa becane one of the 20th
century’s nost respected wonen.

Ottomans Turki sh peoples who built the Cttoman Enpire, which
flourished from 1300-1919

Religious Orders Comunities of Christians, within the
Orthodox and Roman Catholic tradition, who observe vows of
poverty, chastity and obedi ence. Mnks and nuns are part of
t hese holy orders.

Saints Persons of exceptional holiness of life, formally
recogni zed as such by the church
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Territorial Defense Forces (TDF) Marshal Tito's forces for
nati onal defense using both nen and wonen

Theotokos Praise given to the Virgin Mary as the Mt her of
Chri st

Vracara (vrah-chahr-ah) Folk nedical practice where elderly
wonen use herbal know edge and ritual incantations to treat
the ill

“Chal | enge yoursel f.”
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Review Quiz: Gender Issues

Part 1--True or False pPiace aT or an F
in the blank provided.

1. Equal civil and political rights for wonen in SCE
al so nean social equality in the hone.

2. | ndustrialization increased the nunber of wonen in the
SCE | abor force creating a new exploitation of them-
both at work and at hone.

3. Traditional sex roles prevail throughout nuch of the
countries in transition.

4. Musl i m practice concerning wonen’s roles is uniform
t hroughout the world

5 Musl im practice often allows for wonen enploynent in
pr of essi ons of nursing, teaching and nedi ci ne.

6. Advocates of Muslimwonen’s rights seek equality in
education, property rights, and business opportunity.

7. Femal e sexual priority is a non-issue with Eastern
Ot hodox and Muslimpractitioners.

8. Wbnen possess historical positions of influence and
service with Roman Catholic practice.

9. Nuns cannot be a part of Eastern O'thodox religious
orders.
10. Mot her Teresa was an Al bani an born in Skopje, forner

Yugosl avi a.
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Part 2-- Multiple Choice piace the
letter of the nbost correct answer in the
space provi ded.

1. During the Conmuni st era in Yugoslavi a,
i ndustrialization and urbani zation affected gender roles--
breaki ng down traditional patriarchal famly patterns--nost

significantly in

a. isolated nountainous regions.
b. the Dal mati an coastal area.
c. northern and western urban areas.

2. By 1987, wonen accounted for nearly 40 percent of

Yugosl avia’s nonagricul tural |abor force. This participation of
wonen in | abor

a. varied dramatically fromregion to region

b. was constant throughout all Yugoslav provinces.

c. saw nore wonen enpl oyed (40% in Kosovo than in
Ser bi a.

3. According to State Departnent Human Ri ghts Reports,

whi ch nations offer the nost in equality and equal rights for
womnmen?

a. Serbia and Mont enegro
b. Slovenia and Croatia
c. Al bania

4. Many tradition-oriented Muslimnmen and wonmen see set

socially restrictive roles for nen and wonen as
a. repressive.

b. mutually beneficial.
c. exploitive
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5. According to Chaplain Jo Ann Knight, Mislimwonen who

were raped by Bosni ak, Croatian or Serbian forces could

a. be sinply shut off from society.

b. expect marriage in the future.

C. expect synpathetic treatnent, especially if a child was
bor n.

6. Concerni ng Roman Catholic extraordinary mnistries, or

special mnistry of the Euchari st,

a. wonen and nen can assi st in conmmunion distribution.

b. only nen help distribute conmuni on.

C. priests cannot have assistance in distributing
conmmuni on.

7. Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic practice
a. honors a long tradition of wonen saints.
b. honor only nen saints.
c. recognize no early church wonen | eaders.

8. | sol at ed nount ai nous regions in are nost

likely to allow for dowy and bride-stealing practice.

a. Slovenia
b. Al bania
c. Vojvodina

9. Har d- core pornography and prostitution in Bel grade,

Ser bi a has

a. decreased significantly since the Conmuni st break up

b. increased significantly since the Communi st break up.

c. remained practically nonexistent due to strict Eastern
Ot hodox soci al nores.

10. A vracara is

a. ayoung nedic in the Territorial Defense Force.
b. an older woman who practices fol k nedical healing.
c. a graduate of Zagreb’'s nedical university.
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Resources for Further Study

Crossette, Barbara. “Violation: An AOd Scourge of War Becones
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“Make a difference. The time each of us is ‘in charge’ is short.
By | eaving things better than they were, you wll be nmaking
history...”
General John A Wckham Jr.
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